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1st Vietham International Kendo Championships
Dan Grading Questions

For Candidates applying for Shodan

1. What were your reasons for doing Kendo instead of other martial arts?
2. Write five things to be careful about in Kirikaeshil YR L |

For Candidates applying for Nidan

1. Why Reihol #Li% lis important when learning Kendo?
2. Describe the mental attitude when taking part in a shiail SR & (ZERLIDEZ |

For Candidates applying for Sandan

1. Discuss the elements of Yuko-datotsul H%$T2E ]
2. What do you consider makes a good Senpai?

For Candidates applying for Yondan

1. Explain the key points to keep in mind when teaching beginners
2. Explain the concept of Shikai '®# ] in Kendo

For Candidates applying for Godan

1. Explain the 3 stages of learning: Shu 5f , Ha 8, Ri & in Kendo



2. What should we keep in mind in order to promote and develop kendo?
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Giai V6 dich Kiém dao Quoc té Viét Nam lan thu
1
Cau hoi thi thdng dang (Dan)

Danh cho thi sinh dw thi Shodan (Nhat dang)

1. Vi sao ban chon tap Kendo ma khéng phai cac mén vo khac?
2. Hay néu nam diéu can lwu y khi thuc hién Kirikaeshil £1Y3iR L J.

Danh cho thi sinh dw thi Nidan (Nhj dang)

1. Vi sao Reihol #Li% | (L& phap) lai quan trong trong qua trinh hoc Kiém dao?
2. Hay mo ta tam thé khi tham gia thi dau (shiai)[ & IZEETIDEZ .

Danh cho thi sinh dw thi Sandan (Tam dang)

1. Hay trinh bay cac yéu td ciu thanh Yuko-datotsul B %5$T2E 1(don danh hop 1&).
2. Theo ban, thé nao 1a mét Senpai (dan anh/dan chi) t6t?

Danh cho thi sinh dw thi Yondan (T dang)

1. Hay giai thich nhirng diém then chét can ghi nhé khi huwéng dan nguwdi mai tap.
2. Hay giai thich khai niém Shikail @ #; 1(Tw gidi) trong Kiém dao.

Danh cho thi sinh dy thi Godan (Ngii déng)
1. Hay giai thich ba giai doan hoc tap Shu 5F (Tha), Ha & (Pha), Ri & (Ly) trong Kiém

dao.
2. Chung ta can lwu y nhitng gi dé quéng ba va phat trién Kiém dao?
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VIETNAM KENDO FEDERATION

1st Vietham International Kendo
Championships 2026

Kyu/Dan Grading Examination
Friday, 20th November 2026

GRADING SYLLABUS

Ikkyu

e Kirikaeshi x 1round
e Jitsugi 2 rounds with 2 different Candidates (30 seconds / round)
e Bokuto Ni Yoru Kendo Kihon-Waza Keiko-Ho No.1 - No.9

Shodan

e Jitsugi 2 rounds with 2 different Candidates (1 minute / round)
e Nihon Kendo Kata No.1-No. 3
e \Written test

Nidan

e Jitsugi 2 rounds with 2 different Candidates (1 minute / round)
e Nihon Kendo Kata No. 1-No.5
e \Written test



Sandan

e Jitsugi 2 rounds with 2 different Candidates (1 minute / round)
e Nihon Kendo Kata No.1- No.7
e \Written test

IKKYU: KIRIKAESHI & JITSUGI ORDER

Group of n Candidates
Candidates = C

Pair Order

C1&C2 C1 Kirikaeshi » C2 Kirikaeshi = TS1 & C2 Jitsugi
C3&C2 C3 Kirikaeshi -» C3 & C2 Jitsugi

C3&C4 C4 Kirikaeshi - C3 & C4 Jitsugi

Cn-1& Cn Cn Kirikaeshi - Cn-1 & Cn Jitsugi

C1&Cn C1 & Cn Jitsugi

e C1Kirikaeshi = C1is the Kakarite, the other Candidate is the Motodachi
e T1round of Kirikaeshi = 1 Shomen Uchi - Tai-atari - 4 Sayu-men Forward -
5 Sayu-men Backward - 1 Shomen Uchi - Zanshin

ANNOUNEMENT

Kyu Exam

Court Announcer Candidate




(Tachiai)

Bogu Section

Bow, 3 big steps forward, sonkyo, kamae

Start
Kirikaeshi

Raise the hand toward the
person performing
kirikaeshi (kakarite), call:
‘Kirikaeshi Hajime!’, then
lower the hand

Kirikaeshi, return to starting position

Start Jitsugi

Hand raised in the front,
call: "Jitsugi Hajime!", then
lower the hand

Start Jitsugi

Stop Jitsugi

Hand raised up, call:
“Yame", wait for candidate
to return to starting
position

Stop, return to starting position

Finish

Hand raised in the front,
call: "Soremade”, then
lower the hand

Son-kyo, 5 small steps backward, bow

Kihon
bokuto waza

Hand raised to indicate
which side is Motodachi
and which side is Kakarite

Shomen ni Rei

Turn toward the center of the stage, bow,
return to the starting position

Otagai ni Rei

Bow, 3 big steps forward, sonkyo, kamae,
hodoku/loosen kamae, 5 small steps backward,
kamae

No.1 Men Kote Dou Tsuki, Perform Kihon bokuto waza No.1, step out,
Hajime! kamae

No.2 Kote Men, Hajime! Perform Kihon bokuto waza No.2, step out,
kamae

No.3 Harai Men, Hajime! Perform Kihon bokuto waza No.3, step out,
kamae

No.4 Hiki Dou, Hajime! Perform Kihon bokuto waza No.4, step out,

kamae




No.5 Men Nuki Dou, Hajime! Perform Kihon bokuto waza No.5, step out,
kamae
No.6 Kote Suriage Men, Hajime! | Perform Kihon bokuto waza No.6, step out,
kamae
No.7 Debana Kote, Hajime! Perform Kihon bokuto waza No.7, step out,
kamae
No.8 Men Kaeshi Dou, Hajime! Perform Kihon bokuto waza No.8, step out,
kamae
No.9 Dou Uchiotoshi Men, Perform Kihon bokuto waza No.9, son-kyo,
Hajime! step out, bow
Finish Shomen Ni Rei Turn to the center of the stage, bow, finish
DAN EXAM
Court Announcer (Tachiai) Candidate
Start Jitsugi | Hand raised forward, call * Start Jitsugi
"Hajime!", lower the hand
Stop Jitsugi Hand raised up, call "Yame", Stop, return to the starting position
wait for the Candidates to
return to the starting position
Finish Hand raised forward, call: Son-kyo, 5 small steps backward, bow
"Soremade", lower the hand
Kendo Kata Hand raised to indicate which

side is Uchidachi and which
side is Shidachi

Shomen Ni Rei Turn toward the center of the stage, bow,
return to starting position

Hajime! Perform Kendo Kata

Shomen Ni Rei Turn toward the center of the stage, bow,




finish

DAN EXAM: WRITTEN TEST

The Dan written test contains 2 questions:

e Candidates are required to answer both questions in their own words and
submit the printed answer sheets at the examination venue on the exam
date.

Any copied or plagiarized answers will result in automatic disqualification.
Each answer must be typed on a separate A4-size sheet, in English
Candidates must clearly indicate their full name, grade applying for, and
guestion number at the top of each.
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NOTES ON GRADING ATTIRE

e Hakama and kendogi must not have any logos, emblems, or names in any
position. If they do, candidates are requested to cover them with black tape.
Do not wear a Zekken

e Candidates will receive their grading ID/Number tag during check-in, and
this tag must be attached to both sides of the Tare.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dBs5-z3qLVyO_x980nYUN6WiLxG5khVr/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A42PXNF6kozkRxVQCwtNFL54vSaGg-fDR-znVmTPQsU/edit?tab=t.0

VKF

1st Vietham International Kendo
Championships 2026

Thu 6, ngay 20 thang 11 nam 2026

NOI DUNG THI

Ikkyu

e Kirikaeshi x 1 lugt
e Jitsugi 2 hiép véi 2 Thi sinh khac nhau (30 gidy / hiép)
e Bokuto Ni Yoru Kendo Kihon-Waza Keiko-Ho No.1- No.9

Shodan

e Jitsugi 2 hiép vai 2 Thi sinh khac nhau (1 phut / hiép)
e Nihon Kendo Kata No.1- No. 3
e Bai thi viét

Nidan

e Jitsugi 2 hiép véi 2 Thi sinh khac nhau (1 phut / hiép)
e Nihon Kendo Kata No. 1-No.5
e Bai thi viét

Sandan

e Jitsugi 2 hiép vdi 2 Thi sinh khac nhau (1 phut / hiép)
e Nihon Kendo Kata No.1- No.7



e Baithi viét

IKKYU: THU TU THUC HIEN KIRIKAESHI & JITSUGI

Nhém bao gém n Thi sinh

TS = Thi sinh
Cap thi Thu ty thuc hién bai thi
TS1& TS2 TS1 Kirikaeshi - TS2 Kirikaeshi - TS1 & TS2 Jitsugi

TS3 & TS2 TS3 Kirikaeshi - TS3 & TS2 Jitsugi

TS3 & TS4 TS4 Kirikaeshi - TS3 & TS4 Jitsugi

TSn-1& TSn TSn Kirikaeshi = TSn-1 & TSn Jitsugi

TS1& TSn TS1& TSn Jitsugi

e TS1Kirikaeshi = TS1la Kakarite, TS con lai la Motodachi
e M@t lugt Kirikaeshi = 1 Shomen Uchi - Tai-atari - 4 Sayu-men tién - 5
Sayu-men lui = 1 Shomen Uchi - Zanshin

HIEU LENH

Thi Kyu
Ngugdi hd khau Iénh Thi sinh
Bat dau bai Cui chao nhau, tién vao 3 budc 18n, son-kyo,
thi Bogu dung day kamae




Bat dau

Gid tay vé phia ngusi thuc

Bat dau thuc hién kirikaeshi, réi quay vé vi tri

Kirikaeshi hién kirikaeshi (Kakarite), ban dau
ho: "Kirikaeshi Hajime!", ha
tay
Bat dau Tay phia trudc, hé: "Jitsugi | Bat dau bai thi jitsugi
Jitsugi Hajime!", ha tay
Dung Jitsugi | Tay phia gid Ién trén, hé: | Dling bai thi, quay vé vi tri ban dau
"Yame", chd thi sinh vé vi
tri thi tay vé phia truéc mat
K&t thuc bai | Tay phia trudc, ho: Son-kyo, IUi vé 5 budc nhd, cui chao
thi "Soremade", ha tay
Bat dau bai | Gid tay bao hiéu bén nao 13
thi Kihon Motodachi, bén nao la
bokuto waza | Kakarite
Shomen ni Rei Quay vé phia trung tam san khau, cui chao,
quay lai vi tri ban dau
Otagai ni Rei Cui chao nhau, tién vao 3 budc 18n, son-kyo,
kamae, gedan, 5 budc nho Iui ra, kamae
Bai 1 Men Kote Dou Tsuki, Bat dau thuc hién bai sé 1, IUi ra, kamae
Hajime!
Bai 2 Kote Men, Hajime! Bat dau thuc hién bai sé 2, Ui ra, kamae
Bai 3 Harai Men, Hajime! Bat dau thuc hién bai sé 4, Ui ra, kamae
Bai 4 Hiki Dou, Hajime! Bat dau thuc hién bai sb 4, Ui ra, kamae
Bai 5 Men Nuki Dou, Hajime! Bat dau thuc hién bai sé 5, Iui ra, kamae
Bai 6 Kote Suriage Men, Hajime! | Bat dau thuc hién bai sé 6, IUi ra, kamae
Bai 7 Debana Kote, Hajime! Bat dau thuc hién bai sé 7, lui ra, kamae
Bai 8 Men Kaeshi Dou, Hajime! | Bat dau thuc hién bai sé 8, IUi ra, kamae
Bai 9 Dou Uchiotoshi Men, Bat dau thuc hién bai sé 9, son-kyo, Ui ra,

Hajime!

cui chao nhau




K&t thic bai | Shomen Ni Rei Quay vé phia trung tdm san khau, cui chao,

thi két thic
Thi Dan

Bat dau Tay phia trudc, hé: "Hajime!", ha | B4t dau bai thi jitsugi
Jitsugi tay

Dung Jitsugi | Tay phia gid Ién trén, ho: "Yame", | DUng bai thi, quay vé vi tri ban dau
chd thi sinh vé vi tri thi tay vé
phia truéc mat

K&t thic bai | Tay phia trudc, ho: "Soremade”, | Son-kyo, IUi vé 5 budc nhd, cui chao
thi ha tay

Bat dau bai | Gid tay bao hiéu bén nao 13

thi Kata Shidachi, bén nao la Uchidachi
Shomen Ni Rei Quay Vvé phia trung tdm san khau, cui
chao, quay lai vi tri ban dau
Hajime! Thuc hién bai thi kata
Shomen Ni Rei Quay Vé phia trung tam san khau, cui

chao, két thuc

THI DAN: BAI THI VIET

Bai lam gom hai cau hoi

Thi sinh phai tra 16i ca hai cau, bang chinh I8i van cla minh.

e Bai tra I8i phai dugc danh may, in ra giady A4, mdi cau trén moét td riéng
biét.

e Thi sinh c6 thé viét bang tiéng Anh.




Quy dinh vé ndp bai

e NOp ban in bai tra I8i tai dia diém thi vao ngay thi luc check in nhan sé bao
danh.

e NEéu Ban Giam khao phat hién bai lam sao chép hodc khéng do thi sinh tu
Viét, toan bo két qua thi sé bj huy bo.

Thong tin can c6 trén bai lam

e Ho va tén thi sinh
e Céap dd dang ky du thi (kyu/dan)
e SO thU ty cau hoi
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LUU Y VE TRANG PHUC

e Hakama va kendogi khéng dugc c6 bat ky logo, phu hiéu hodc tén & bat cu
vi tri ndo. Néu ¢, thi sinh vui ldng dung bang dinh den dé che lai.
Khéng deo Zekken

e Thi sinh sé& dugc phat ma s6 thi khi check-in va can deo ma sé nay & hai bén
Tare.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dBs5-z3qLVyO_x980nYUN6WiLxG5khVr/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A42PXNF6kozkRxVQCwtNFL54vSaGg-fDR-znVmTPQsU/edit?tab=t.0

Subject: Dan Examination Questions —1st VIKC 2026
Dear Grading Applicants,
(BCC: Grading Masters ?)
Please find attached the Dan Examination Questions for the Grading event at the
1st Vietnam International Kendo Championships 2026. Kindly read the following
instructions carefully:
1. You are required to answer both questions in your own words and submit
the printed answer sheets at the examination venue on the exam date. Any

copied or plagiarized answers will result in automatic disqualification.

2. Each answer must be typed on a_separate A4-size sheet in English or
Vietnamese.

3. Please clearly indicate your full name, the grade you're applying for, and
question number at the top of each answer sheet.

Should you require any clarification, please feel free to contact us.
Thank you for your cooperation and good luck!
Best regards

Organizing Committee
1st Vietnam International Kendo Championships

Attach:
Written test template
Grading questions
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